
Evijärvi Upper Secondary School

Today we work together for tomorrow using yesterday as our springboard. 

Evijärvi

Evijärvi has 2,800 inhabitants on the outskirts of Southern Ostrobothnia. In addition to forests and swamps there is also a lake, named after the district, which is known for its high fish population. The primary industries in Evijärvi are agriculture, services, and fox farming. 

Evijärven Lukio - Evijärvi Upper Secondary School
Attending Evijärvi Upper Secondary School are 80 students from Evijärvi as well as students from Kortesjärvi and other surrounding areas. The school space is shared with the comprehensive school, and some with the elementary school. Evijärvi Upper Secondary School works now with the six-period system. There is also an exam week after each period. 
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A Short History

Grammar school began in 1948, but Lukio didn't begin until the 60's, in which the first 11 students graduated in 1966. In 1954, the comprehensive school was completed, followed by the completion of the Lukio building in 1963. In 1977 the basic school buildings were extended and the special classes, lunch room, teacher's lounge, and library were created. The last renovation occured in 1996. A new building was built for the elementary school which  included a gymnasium and a  technical classroom. The renovations in the secondary school included the renewal of all old classrooms, a new auditorium (pictured below), and new special classrooms. 
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Working Order

Students choose their own schedule in accordance with the curriculum and their study interests. Students choose their classes with help of a guidance book which explains the content of each course. At the beginning of each term, a student has the option to change his or her schedule. Courses are completed as usual unless you have a good reason in which alternative credit can be achieved by independent study and a comprehensive essay.

There are seven lessons per school day. There are six periods per year, and after each period is a test week which is usually five days long. 

Study Planning

Evijärvi Upper Secondary School’s study planning includes nationally defined compulsory and advanced courses. In addition, there are some applied courses which are different in each school. In a school of this size, courses cannot be offered many times a year, but other courses with a great number of participants can be offered more than once a year. Applied courses will be carried out according to the student's choices and local resources. 
Chemistry

Evijärvi Upper Secondary School provides exceptionally vast studies in chemistry. Our students have the possibility to complete a university degree (basic studies in chemistry) according to the study curriculum of Tampere University of Technology.
Cooperation

Our school has traditionally been in close cooperation with the schools from our neighbouring areas, such as Lappajärvi and Vimpeli. With our state-of-the-art video conference equipment some of our courses have been carried out in cooperation with these neighbouring schools. 

Additional courses can also be completed through Opinlakeus-school network. 
Our Lukio has had a friendship school in Vändra, Estonia since 1990. Activities between the two schools include student exchanges and visits.
Contact

If you have come this far, and you still want more information, the people listed below are willing to give uninhibited praise to our school:

Headmaster
Riitta Mustajärvi
email: lukio@evijarvi.fi 

School's Contact:
Evijärven lukio
Voltintie 6
62510 Kuoppa-aho
Finland
telephone +358 6 2412 3550
email:lukio@evijarvi.fi 

Sarah Aronson, Hanna-Mari Kultalahti, Kati Tupeli


School System and Courses

Finland's School System

School attendance starts in Finland normally at the age of seven, but can be preceded by one year of pre-school. Elementary school is six years, after which are three years of junior high school, after which compulsory education is completed. 

About half continue in upper secondary school, and most of the rest attend vocational school. Secondary school is 2-4 years of general education which was earlier university-based studies. Nowadays, you can attend university in another way and, on the other hand, those who have graduated from Lukio (Upper Secondary School) may continue to the vocational schools. 

Lukio (Upper Secondary School)
In Finland's Lukio there is a nation-wide curriculum, which determines the minimum number of subjects. In addition, Lukio offers a variety of studies. Students complete courses, which consist of about 38 lessons. Grading occurs by using the numbers 4-10, in which  4 means failure. Courses are divided into: 

· 1. Compulsory, which are the same at every secondary school

· 2. Advanced, which are almost the same at each secondary school

· 3. Applied, which every secondary school determines itself

Students have to complete all compulsory courses, and at least 10 advanced courses. All together they have to pass at least 75 courses, after which you can get a certification of graduation. 
Final tests are called matriculation examination, which takes place in the whole country at the same time. The examination consists of at least four tests. The test in the candidate´s mother tongue is compulsory for all candidates. Three other compulsory tests are chosen from among the following: the test in the second national language, a foreign language test, the mathematics test, and one test in the general studies battery of tests (sciences and humanities). The candidate may additionally take one or more optional tests.  
